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July 16 - Wes Brown 
 "Historic Maps" 

 
September 17 - Victoria Miller 
"Coal Mining in Fremont Co" 

 
November 19 - Stacy Cline

"Prison Museum"
 

    Back by popular demand, Wesley Brown the
“Maps Guy,” is presenting his historic maps of
Colorado. 
    Wes is noted for his presentation that provides a
history of the discovery and exploration of the
place that will become Colorado. This information
is revealed on maps of the interior-west from 1540
to 1861, when Colorado was just a territory. 
    The story is told in six chapters: the mythical
mapping of New Spain, mapping the Rio Grande
valley in the 1600s, discovery of the Mississippi
valley and the western plains, new Spanish
expeditions from Santa Fe into Colorado in the late
18th century, official government expeditions of
the early 19th century, and the 1859 gold rush that
puts Colorado on the map. Today he will be talking
about the Colorado Gold Rush.
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    In the spring of 1858, Colorado's Front Range area was uncharted and inhabited only by
natives. But by the close of 1859, 100,000 fortune seekers had thoroughly explored the
Front Range, north of Pueblo to the Wyoming border. In their quest for gold, they left their
footprints on the landscape, establishing dozens of settlements and blazing numerous trails.
This presentation will teach you about Colorado’s gold rush and how this important chapter
of history influenced Colorado maps of today.
    Wes Brown has been a collector of old maps for forty years with special interest in the
exploration and settlement of the West and Colorado from the 16th through 20th centuries.
A Denver resident, he co-founded the Rocky Mountain Map Society in 1991 that continues
a monthly lecture program.
     Wes has served as the Co-Chairman of the national map and geography society of the
Library of Congress and on the board of the Society of the History of Discoveries. He is a
frequent speaker at map and history conferences and has published many papers on mas.
Wes fell in love with maps at age 16 using U.S. Geological Survey maps for climbing
mountains.
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Flying High for Government BondsFlying High for Government Bonds
     Bird Millman, a Canon City, Colorado girl, was a famous high wire artist. She performed in
follies, vaudeville, and with Ringling Brothers Circus. Bird helped raise money for the Liberty
Bond drive during the first world war. She did this by walking across a wire twenty-five (25)
floors high above Broadway in New York City.
     Popular Mechanics Magazine featured her on its cover in February 1917. She was
“Dancing with Death Above the Skyscrapers.” Bird dreamed of 
walking a wire across the Royal Gorge. This was never done 
because of high wind blowing through the gorge.
     Bird Millman died August 5, 194 0 and is buried in Lakeside 
Cemetery, Canon City, Colorado. She was elected to the Circus Hall 
of Fame, twenty-one (21) years after her death. Bird was the 
“foremost female wire-walker in show business history.” 
     Information taken from Popular Mechanics, February 1917. 
AAUW American Women in History.

Compiled by Sue Buchanan, FCHS Board Member.
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 CANON CITY AREA
          1. FREMONT COUNTY ADMINISTRATION    
              BUILDING
          2. ARTIST'S GALLERY
          3. J & J STONES AND MINERALS
          4. MUSEUM AND HISTORY CENTER
          5. PROSPECT HEIGHTS JAIL (SUMMER)
          6. COLORADO MUSEUM OF PRISONS
          7. ANY BOARD MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY
          8. AUSTIN AUTOMOTIVE

    The history books written by Cara Fisher and Eleanor McGinn have been reprinted. A new
book, Legends of the Royal Gorge Region by Janet Sterling, has been added. The new Prospect
Heights Town book is also available at retail outlets in Canon City and Florence.
    These have been added to the library of Fremont County Historical books published in the
past four years by the Historical Society. The titles are Canon City, Skyline Drive, Florence,
Howard, Windshield Tours, South Canon Trails Geology Hike, and Western Fremont County. The
guide books for Rocks and Fossils, Cemeteries, and Coal Camps are also available online at
www.fremontheritage.com/fchs. 

Royal gorge regional books for saleRoyal gorge regional books for sale

ROYAL GORGE REGIONAL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING OUTLETS -- PRICES VARY.

FLORENCE AREA
          1. FLORENCE HISTORICAL ARCHIVE, INC.
          2. FLORENCE PIONEER MUSEUM AND 
              RESEARCH CENTER
          3. SPIRIT RIDERS ON MAIN STREET
          4. BELL TOWER ART CENTER
          5. ANTIQUE SALVAGE ON MAIN
WESTERN FREMONT COUNTY AREA
          1. HOWARD MUSEUM (CHURCH)
          2. COTOPAXI STORE
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FCHS BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
Betsy Denney, Pres.                Dale Boody
Sue Buchanan, V.P.                 Maryann Harper
Cindy McPhail, Tres.               Larry Linscott
Kathy Uhland, Sec.                  Patricia Nelson
Helene Blake                            Gloria Stultz 

P.O. Box 965, Canon City, CO  81215


