
 STUDENTS  DESIGN  TRAIL  SIGNS 
by Cindy Smith 

Instructor Jerry Davis' 2019 Colorado History class brings local history to the forefront of his students' consciousness.  During the 
semester, the class focuses on the time of early regional inhabitants circa 10,000 years ago, Native Americans, trappers, settlers, 
miners, and on into today's world.  Their final project is to design a poster about a specific time period, local historical individual, 
place or event.  These posters now grace the People & Places Trail guiding visitors through the trail and our rich heritage.  

The trail consists of stations at these time periods: 
• Pre 1775 
• 1775-1825 
• 1825-1875 
• 1875-1925 
• 1925-1975 
• 1975 to present 

Students developed diverse, high quality signs focusing on: 
• The Dominguez-Escalante Expedition of 1776 
• The First Spanish Settlement on the Arkansas River (1787) 
• The Land, The Firs, The Rivers (1803 – 1825) 
• Early Explorers (1776-1806) 
• The Men Who Shaped Colorado (1779-1820) 
• Nothing to Something  (1825-1875) 
• The Making of the Good Ole Days (1842-1859) 
• Fremont County and Its Riches (1860s) 
• Early Mining and Railroads in Fremont County (1860-1870s) 
• Cañon City:  A New Century (early 1900s) 
• Brookside Coal Mines (1913) 
• Colorado's Ape Man (early 1900s) 
• When the KKK ruled Colorado (1920s) 
• The Royal Gorge Bridge (1929) 
• From Corrections to College (1868-today) 
• ADX, the Maximum Security US Penitentiary (1994) 
• Tourism in the Royal Gorge Region (present day) 

This past July these young historians presented their projects to a large group of community patrons.   Their excellent efforts will 
remain along the trail until the summer of 2020.  The student who created each poster is listed at the bottom in each photograph.  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Colorado History students Chris Kleinschmidt and Jacob Lewis.  Each designed a poster and, as Work Studies students, they also 
placed all the posters along the People & Places Trail. 

 


